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15. is 4 very nbi ind will be 2 keppy; time, ta, 
when Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, and Judah 


ſhall not ver Ephraim. When the two ticks ſhall be _ 
made one, then will be rolled away the great teproach 
* be perfectly 1 Cor. i. 10. 


joined together in the ſame Rind and in the ſame Zeph.iil. 3. 


of Chriſtianity; as all the churches will 


judgement, and ſerve the Lord with one cohſent. We 


might hope this happy 4 time was near approaching, | 
if all the ſaints'and faithful i in Chriſt were endeavour- Eph. iv. g. 
ing to keep the unity of the ſpirit i in the bond of Eph. v. 2. 


peace, and were walking together in love, without 
inſiſting upon an exact uniformity in mere external 


modes of worſhip, which are not eſſential either to the 


being of a Chriſtian or of a true church of Chriſt. Is 
it not ſtrange, that thoſe, who plead for and enjoy 
liberty of conſcience, ſhould be unwilling to allow 
their Chriſtian brethren to ſit at the Lord's Table with 
them, unleſs they ſubmit to a different mode of 150 
tiſm to what believe is right ? | 

It is true, 'zdobaptiſts, in general, ſhew their 
Chriſtian charity in allowing liberty of conſcience, 
and freely admitting Baptiſts, whom they judge to be 
ſaints and faithful, into Communion with them: 
and ſome of the Baptiſts too are of the ſame truly ca- 
tholie ſpirit: ſuch only as have adopted and go by the 
name of ſtrict Baptiſts, barricade the doors of their 
churches, and inſiſt on an uniformity in the outward 
mode of Baptiſm as a term of admiſſion into fellow 
ſhip with them. h 
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Rom. xiv. 3, 4, The diſhonourable progeny of a narrow, tigid, 424 


28 4. bigotted, party-ſpirit, are pride, envy, anger, hatred, 
a Cr. . 4. wrath, ftrifes, and diviſions: ſuch as are under its 
influence readily judge, deſpiſe, ſet at nought, and 

walk uncharitably with, ſuch brethren whoſe judge- 
ments differ from them in matters of ſmall moment. 

Cal. v. 22, 23. But the ſpirit of Chriſt breathes love, kindneſs, 
—— humbleneſs of mind, gentleneſs, merkneſs, long ſuſ- 
8 15 fering, and a forbearing one another in love. The 0 
ee * following thoughts are made public, in hopes they 
may be a happy means of cooling unſeemly fiery zeal, 
and of ſoftening ſevere brethren into love and u ty 
with all ſaints. And let every anonymous Zollus 

or nn expect pity, 855 * and ſilent contempt. 


* 


PRELIMINARY, 


: i 2 ; \ 
% * 4 : - . # + 84.4 - * * ” * 
. 1 


P., Yo 
= 


ww i ks. A 


PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 
ls un 97-17 

F we may dne dend c Wie, hk Soi 
called to be ſaints, and faithful in Chriſt, who 
A155 weak as to deny Water Baptiſm tõ be a 'conti- 
nued ordidance'of Chriſt, it is to nb purpoſe to aſk 
whether ſuch may be admitted inte the Church and 
to the Table without Baptiſm ; as they deny alſò che 
Lord's- Supper and the order and difcipline of the 
Church, and conſequently will not deſire or requeſt 
admittance either into a Church of Chriſt or to his 
table: and ſurely no one ought to be admitted into 
ſuch a free ſociety as a Church of Chriſt without: his 
own voluntary defire and choice. 

II. No plea can be made for the admittance of any, 
who know and believe Water-Baptiſm to be an ordi- 1 Pet. iii. 21. 
nance of Chriſt; and yet are unwilling to anſwer a 1 1 47+ 
good conſcience, by being found in the practice of it, 
as they apprehend it, according to the mind of Chriſt, * 
For any one, who wittingly and willingly lives in the jam. iv. 1. 
neglect of this ordinance, is unworthy of a place in 
the Houſe of God, or at his Table. As to hi that Lev, xis. x 
knoweth to do good and doth it not, to him it is fin . 
againſt light, of an aggravated nature, and it would ' 
be ſuffering fin 1 upon him, to admit him in the aeg 
lect of a known duty. 

III. But the queſtion is, whether or not the 
Houſe of God ſhould be open, and his Table free, for 
ſaints and brethren in Chriſt, who believe and pro- 
feſs Water - Baptiſm to be an ordinance of Chriſt, and 
have been * in the mode they . is right, 
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C63 
though it may be different from the judgements of 
their brethren whom they defire communion with, 
Or, ſuppoſing ſome think, that profeſling believers afe 
the only proper * N for Baptiſm, de ehe | 


proper mode of it : Au mp 7,1 of wh 
leaſt, ſuch as have believing parents, are my en. 
ſubjects for Baptiſm; and that pouring ar ſprinkling 
of water is a proper mode. Whether theſe: gerfbns, 
of ſuch different ſentiments about this external ordi · 
nance of Baptiſm, may enjoy Church Fellowſhip with 
each other, and fit together at the Lord's Table? | J 
cannot help thinking that the following 9 bb: 
udgement 
commu- 
5d 


ficiently evince, that this difference in 
ſhould not prevent mutual love, 8 
nion, witk.cack other, nn een 
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Sally who are called to be Gine GARE a... 7 

in Chriſt Jeſus, whether they be Baptiſts Pfg. gli 4 

or Pædobaptiſts, ate in the ſame near rela- 53. 6. 

den be God, as Weir Dereniy Father, and fo-arg date, 
brethren; — are All equnlly beleyed of him; ag his = 
dear children botn in his houſe and of his houſe- 

hold; and as be hath promiſed and gives them all 2 


| place and a name in his houſe, better than of fons and 


daughters, an everlaſting name, that ſhall not be cut 0 
off; and alſo as, in all places where he records bis Exod. xx. 4 


name, though only two or chrer are gathered together, . D | 
he affords them his gracious preſence: and 'bleffings 3 


therefore; as. brethren, it d good and pleaſant for Pal. cxxxiii. 1. 

them to dwell together in loue and unity, aud not tu den er 

fall out by the, way; or attempt to deprive cat othet 

of the common privileges of their Father's houſe, rr 

the means of enjoying his preſence, W N ; 


door, and kerꝑing them from his. Table. 


II. As Wey have all obtained the like precious faith, Pa. i. 1 = 
and are called in one body, ſo are one in Chriſt, . 


bers of his niyſtical body, in which. there ſhould beino 28. 
ſchiſm, even thoſe members which to us ſeems feeble, 


» leſs honourable, and unlovely, ſhould | 


Boe be ſevered) fromm the boys ag Uſeleſs,” Er 8 riot 


belonging to it, but be loved 3 and ſym- 


1 Cor, x. 17. 


love 


deſigned 10" repreſent this-one body, and to 
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| love arid unity in the whole body; as we are all par- 
takers of the one bread in it; therefore, none. of the 
members of this one body ought to exclude each other 
from it, though they may be miſtaken in things not 
eſſential and which do not affect their moral walk. 
Gal. vi. 15. HI. As ater-Baptiſm i in itſelf, whether it be ad- 
Lom. il abr g. miniſtered in infancy or when adult, or by t the mode 
of ſprinkling or dipping, makes none a real ſaint or 
_ Chriſtian, or renders any proper ſubjects for church 
| fellowſhip : but as thoſe, who are baptized by the one 
2 Cor. xi, ag ſpirit in regeneration, are made real ſaints and Chrif- 
. tians thereby, and are all baptized into the one body, 
(the true myſtical Church of Chriſt,) and are all made 
to drink into one ſpirit, and / alſo have truly fellow- 
1 John i. 3. ſhip with the Father, Son, and Spirit, and in the 
Phil. i.. Goſpel ; therefore ſuch ought not to be refuſed fellow-_ 
| 3 mip with the ſaints, at the Table of che Lord, let 
i mY their ſentiments and practice about Wenn 
- | = may. 
« Pat, 8. nnd. © AV 8 Water-Baptiſi i is only a figure or ſhadow, 
Ful. 1. 3. an outward fign, or one leaf of our — — 
1 fore we ought not to refuſe or reject the ſubſtance for 
the ſign or ſhadow;; the kernel for the outward 
Job. vix. 8 ſhell; the fruit, or root of the matter, for a defect in 
Rom. xiv. 15, one leaf; and deſtroy the peace and edification: of 
| 36, +7, 25, 19: brethren who have the blefling and root of the matter 
| in them; as we evi that chd kingdom of God is not 
W | meat and drink, or uuter, but righteouſneſs and. peace, 
j | | and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; and be that, in theſe 
A. | things, ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and ſhould 
N | | be approved of by us, and not kept out of the Houſe 
Wo olf God and from his Table; 11 
1 Ad n. 1. V. As Water - Baptiſm is an cken and . 
| ity! out of the church, which principally concerns 
| | the party baptized, as ta the right and mode of admi- 
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| ire not obliged to join in, or even . f 
adminiſtration, of it, contrary to their own conſcien- 
ces, but each one, apart by himſelf; or with ſuch as 
are of the ſame mind, may v frily diſcharge what he 
- . apprehends his own duty therein: Who then art Rom. xiv. 43 
thou that judgeſt another's houſehold fervant ? (99.069 5% "0. - 
original word ſignifies.) For God is his only maſter ; 
to him he ſtandeth or falleth, or is accountable for his 
conduct herein: and, though he may be miſtaken, 
yet, if the maſter of the houſe hath received him as 
one of the houſehold, none of the reſt of the ſervants 
ſhould judge him, or put a ſtumbling · block, or occa- 
ſion to fall, in his brother's way; much leſs ſhut him 
out of his maſter's houſe and from his table, which is « Cor, — 
an ordinance and ſocial duty, and privilege in the'®, L 
church, for all his ſervants, for their edification. ˖ ; 
VI. T he time of uniformity amongſt the Mann 
of God and ſervants of Chriſt, in things not eſſential 
to ſalvation, is not yet come: and till then, it ſeems, 
the great Head of the church is pleaſed to permit dif- 
ferent ſentiments to take place in non-efſentials, for 
2 greater trial and exerciſe of true Chriſtian charity, 
ng ſuffering, and forbearance, amongſt his people; 
bh an exact uniformity might prevent; therefore 
it ſhould not be inſiſted on as, a term for ane in 
the churches of Chriſt. 
VII. An uniformity i in the mode of Water-Baptiſm 
is not eſſential to a true church of Chriſt, or the ſoun- 
dation of true Chriſtian love amongſt brethren: for - | 
ſocieties may be formed on an uniformity in the out- 
ward mode of this ordinance, and yet not be true 
churches of Chriſt, nor have any true Chriſtian love 
ſubſiſting amongſt them : and there certainly are many 
true churches of Chriſt, whoſe members are knit 
gether in true Chriſtian love, and enjoying the preſent 
of Chriſt amongſt them, though of different ſentiments - 
* | about 


* 


. 
a 


45 


about the mode of Water-Baptiſm: chetefbre ſuck'2 | 
diſterenee ſhould be no bar to fellowlfip ahongſt the 


ehufekts of Chtiſt, 
VIII. The Lord eius as the great and good hep 
gerd er Bis flock, the church, hath pronounced,” that 


he who entereth in by him, as the door, ſhall be bed 


and thill go in and out and find paſture. And all che 
faints and faithful in Chrift have thus entered in, and 


have a right to this promiſe : therefore all paſtors; who 


are after Chriſt's heart, ſhould feed them with know - 


ledge and underſtanding, and not ſcatter or drive them 


away, or hinder them from enjoying the ſweet and 
green paſtures Chrift hath provided for them. Againſt 


2. ſuch a woe is Profiouiticed, who do- ſcatter and drive | 


them away. Ur! 


Eph. v. 2. 


Rom. xiv. 1. 


IX. The new ropal b of the King of ng is; 


34˙35· chat they love one another as he hath loved chem; ; 
18. that-they alſo love one another: and it is the diſtin- 
gviſhing character by which we may not only know, 


but all men may know, we are his diſciples, if we 


have love one to another. Love not in word, neither ĩ in 


tongue, but in deed and in truth. As, therefore, the 


many weakneſſes and miſtakes of his people did not, 
nor do nbw, hinder his love and preſence with them, 


neither ſhould they hinder us from loving and walking 

in love with them. But how contrary is it to our du- 

ty to {ut them out of his houſe and from his Table ? 
X. The apoſtolic rules are, for us to receive the 


weak in faith; to bear their infirmities'; to receive 


Rom. xv. 1, 7. 


Jobn xv. 12. 


one another, as Chrift alſo received us, to the glory 
or God: rules enforced by the example of Chriſt; 
who receives the weak as well as the ſtrong, and bears 


With the infirmities of his people and churches: the 


Mat. xii. 2. 


Rev. ii. and iii. 


bruifed reed he did not break, and ſmoking flax he did. 
not quench. © Though be had many things again 


the Aſiatie churches, yet he owned them as his, and 
vw n 
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All ſuch as hald him as their hend, the, fundamental 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, the ardipapces in ſubſtange, 
and whoſe converſations are accargding to godlineſs, 


amongſt chem: | the thought of which ſhoylg alley 
" bigotted party-{pirit among real Qhriſtians, and ten- 


gage them to walk together ith ll day Bag ang 2. is 


meckneſs, a eee ae 
cher in love. 


conſeience, and to exerciſe. great f 
hretbren, who, | through weakneſs and education- 
_ principles, were miſtaken in things of as great mo- 
ment as the outward mode of Water- Baptiſq ; Hot 
cefuſing fellowſhip wich thoſa who were. z5alouſly 


attached to ſume of the abaliſhed rites o the geremor = 


nial law, and the cuſtoms of the £lders, 


2 — Jewiſh Sabbath and. falls; ments. and Gal. iv. g, 10, 
drinks, and:divers waſhings, and alſo puribgation in Heb. ix. 10. 


the Temple for the vow of the Nazarites 4/1 644} 


Tea, the great apoſtie Paul cireumciſed Timothy, Ad. xvi 3- 
— bimths Nagacite's.vow, ſhaved: his head Aa. xxi. 24. 
at Cenchtea, and ali ſays, Unto che Jews I became: Cor. i. 20,214 
40 Jew, chat I 2 — te themtnnstt 


— under the law: 50 them that are with- 


out law, as without Jaw, (being: not without le t 
God, but under the la to Chriſt, ) that. I might. gain 
them that are without law: to the weak became I as 
aweak, that I might gain che weak: I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by Al means: fave 


ſome. The main concern af the apoſtle was, co gain 


ſouls to the ſaving knomledge of : Chrift ; without 
oy aq — 22 Thiags 


c 


- 8bough there may be many weakneſſes and mistakes 


vel. 207 * 


+: KL Theapoſtolic proflima ws, $pallow | liberty, of 
orbearance towards 


uw ? , 
1 
bs.” : * 128 - 
„ 8 
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Phil. i. 


por let us mind che ſams ching. 


truth by rigour, but led into it by free engniry and ra- 


nanee of Chriſt, and one who believes and is found in 
5 g Wy 385 = 


bi eint ul de winters; of 4 — beach 


and unity among all ſaints, though of et _— 
metits about ſome mere outward form. 
XII. The members of the church at Philippi wan 


" 4.16-vf different ſentiments about things not effential to 


ſalvation : here tro ee v0 eee 
of light and knowledge of divine things; and yet, 


muſt they walk together in the ordinances as] 


houſe? Ves: the apoſtle ſays, Nevertheleſs, whereto 
we have already attained, let us walk by the ſame 
And if in any 
thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even 
this'unto you. As if he had ſaid, Let not your dif- 
ferent ſentiments break Chriſtian love, or hinder you 
from walking in church fellowſhip with each other ſo 
far as ye are agreed; leaving each other wit God, to 
reveal the truth of thoſe things in which you are dif- 
Ferently minded: he is the beſt inſtructor, who has led 


Fou into the truth; ind your refulal to walk 
1 WENN a hone alle ror th. 


. 


ther into the truth; -1 7 en 
XIII. The human mind ds not to bo forced:into.” 


A - 


tional'inward conviction: and the exerciſe of Chriſtian 


love and forbearance is the moſt likely means of ſoften- 


ing the minds of miſtaken brethren, of diſſipating 1 
their prejudices, of putting them upon a free and im- 


Partial enquiry after the truth, and rendering chem 


more ſuſeeptible of it. A rigid, cenſorious, uncha- 
ritable, ſpirit towurds brethren,” is contrary to the 
Tpirit of Chriſt, and to ſhut and bar the door againſt a 4 
brother is a ſtrange way of teſtifying our love to kim, 
Wo of convineing him of his miſtakes, - | 

XIV. There is a vaſt difference between a perſon 
who iſbelieves and beetle Water-Baptiſm as an ordi- 


r 
* 


R 7 3 5 
75 7-4 he really underſlands it ·¶ Nor can it be the duty 
of any one to ſubmit to a different mode, unleſs he is 
' perſuaded, in his own mind, that the mode he has al- 

ready ſubmitted to was wrong. Fax Baptiſm: is then ra. N. x] 
anſwer of a good conſcience towards God, and blind 
-. obedience is neither required or acceptable to him. 
And as a miſtaken defect in one duty will not exempt 
brethren from being found in other important duties, 
| which they have light into, and which are privileges for- 
their edification, neither will it juftify any in debar- 
1 ing them from being . * nol 
>. vilege of the Lord's Supper. 9 
3 XV. Believing Padobaptiſts have the — ſpiritual 4 

_ views of the ordinance of Water- Baptiſm, and look: x 

\ upon themſelves as under the ſame folemn 
q in their ſubmiſſion to it, in their mode, as the Baptiſts 
do in theirs: ſo that there is an agreement in the ſub- 
ſtance, though not in the external mode of it: which 
: difference ought not to deſtroy the comforts of love, 
the fellowſhip of the ſpirit, and the bowels and mer- 
cies which the children of God, as his elect, holy and cuil. . 1. 
beloved, en . and exerciſe boarde each * 
otder. — „ Ant: 

XVI. Balieving Pedobapelts walk as honoura 5 — 
in the world towards thoſe who are without, an alf 0 . 8. 
in the church, and are as capable of, and as. ſtrict in, 
5 diſcharging the ſacred duties reſpecting the Table of 
the Lord, as the Baptiſts; ſuch» as ,cxamining; of cor. xi. 24, 18 
themſelves, and ſo eating of that bread und drinking 628. 
of that cup, diſcerning the Lord's hody, doing it in 
remembrance of him; ſhewing the Lord's death till 
he come; and, though many in number, yet parta- 1 Cor. x. 27. 
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* king of that one Bread, as one Bread and one Body. 
—* So that it is. —— ay them N the 


be Lord, Raon e ini Las card £3 | 
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2.4415 tet at aa digg : 
4 1y necifiaey fot conflirutitig a trus church of Chriſty : 
2 or for the admiſſioti of members into it q or a different |”: 
mode 4 ſufficieng: bar to keep a. perfon out of it and 
from his Table we might ſuppoſe that ſome of the 
epiſtles, to the primitive churches of Chrift, would 
have deen at leaſt inſcribed; To the 'baptized chureh 
of Cktiſt: and alſo that the apoſtles, in giving che 
characters of the members of the fame churches, 
would ſometimes have cuſled them baptized believers 
Nom. i. 6, 7. or brethren, as well as the beloved of God, — 
E l. of Jeſus Chriſt, the fanctißted im Chriſt Jeſus, and 
Col. i. a. the ſaints and duthful bretwren in Chriſt: but, as 
they are not, ſurely thoſe perſons, who anſwer the 
characters given the members of the pure ——— 
churches, are fit tobe received into any of the church- 
es of Ohr iſt im our days; and theit being baptized in 
4 different mode, 28 it is the only | againſt 
their admittance; ought to be . 
XVIII. Seppoſiag the mode of inmierſion to de 
ode your addpting that unferiptural party- name 
of the baptized churehes of Chriſt, 
Ind refuling — with all who do not practiſe 
Kom. xiv. 26. tlie ſane; is the ready way to let your good be evil 
| ſpokeluofy av it giver grout reaſon for people to think, 
you hay too great ſtreſs on Baptiſm by immerſion: 
and uo it ſuvours too much of x blapted perty-ſpirit, 
- Whith is unfriendly to che life and power of godlineſd. 
leis any dne of the moſt fubtle and ſucceſsful 
Cor.x'.14. Wilts of Butan as an angel of light, chat he migbe 
love and unity, and ſmother vital 
the children of Gel ; tv fer hem at 
of Godlineſs, un- 
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1 dit tlie ſpeviouy pretence of a zeal for God, till the 


bdvitie Mere party=bigots to an empty kame. e 
Fartyrnames and diſtinctions, of human device, tend 
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the high praiſes of God and 
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. 
t divide the churches and children of God, they 


EE but one bo- 
„and ſhould have fellowſhip one with another. 
27 1. The laws of ſeparation and excluſion from 
God's Houſe and Table, according to the ſacred 
oracles of truth, extend to the world; to ſuch as con- Cor. vi. 25. 
ſent not to the doctrine which is acrording to god- Tim. vi. 3,4.6 
lineſs ; to thoſe who are deſtitute of the truth; oo” 55 


contentious; to the prophane and diſorderly walkers ; « Thcd. iii. 6. 

and to the heretic. 
ſincere, humble and honourable, believers, who walk 

conſcientiouſly according to the light God has given 
them, though their ſentiments are different about 

"Baptiſm. Againſt ſuch. there is no law, — Gal.v. 2, 
nny church or miniſter to make any. | 


whom. we cannot rank Tis ii. to. 


XX. Laſtly, all the ſaints and faithful in Chr, 


| both Baptiſts and P2dobaprifts, belong to the gene- Heb. xi. 1x,e9? 
ral aſſembly and chureh of the firſt=borny which ar. 


written in heaven in the Lamb's book of life ; and, ä 
as fellow - citizens of Mount Zion, the city of the li- 2 Pct. i. 14. 


: ving God, the heavenly Jerufalem, they will all have 
entrance miniſtered unto them abundantly into the 


everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, where they will ſpend 2 blifsful eternity to · 
gether in the enjoyment of alt the glories thereof, 
and join in euneett in finiging, in the height of Zion, 
Lamb : the ambzing 
rapturous thoughts of which ſhould unite all the 
alt here in love to, und fellowſhip with each other, 
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OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


'OBJEG TION: I 
＋ is contrary to | the r Chriſt, and 
the order and practice of the primitive apoſtolic 


* 19. churches of Chriſt. - For ſuch as were firſt taught were 


Adds it. 41» 


x 
* 
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then baptized, and after Baptiſm were added to the 
church ; and there is neither. precept nor precedent of 
any being received into the church without Baptiſm. . 

ANSWER. Pædobaptiſts, agreeable to the com- 
miſkon . of Chriſt, and the order and practice of the 
primitive apoſtolic churches, require Baptiſm before 
perſons are added to the church: and it is no won= 
der that length of time and the fruitful wits of men 
have cauſed different ſentiments to take place, among 


real Chriſtians, about the mode of it. But ſurely 


this difference ought not to make us break the royal 
law of love, and burſt the dear bands of Chriſtian 


brotherhood and fellowſhip, i in the churches of Chriſt; 


We have both precepts and precedents for brethren 
to exerciſe charity, long ſuffering, and forbearance, 
towards each other, under their weaknefles, infirmities, 
and miſtaäkes; hut neither precept nor precedent to © 


exclude them from the Houſe of God and from his 


Table, unleſs they are ſuch weakneſſes and miſtakes 


4 
. I 
* * 


Va 


Wbere will the-ſtric> Baptiſt find either precept or 
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immerſion. Is this thy kindneſs to thy 
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ptecedent to | receive” and retain perſons in their 
churches merely becauſe they agree with them and 
ſubmit to their mode of Baptiſm, and yet are unſound 


in the doctrine of the Trinity and the Sonſhip of 


Chriſt? who embrace the abſurd notiom of the pre- 

exiſtende of his human ſoul ; ho deny the Chriſtian 

Sabbath and Chriſt's purchuſe. of the bleſſings of grace 

and glory; that miniflers ſhould preach the lau z 

and that it is the duty of unregenerate ſimtiers to pray 

for ſpiritual bleſſings, Cc. Such ſnhould therefore 

conſider, and caſt out the beam out of their on eye, E 1 

chat they may ſee 'clealy'to-calt-out the mots out of | 

their brother's eye. 4 10 . 1 Rigi, s 30 1115 os 
OBJECTION II. Chriſt is \Lordi\and-Lawgiver 

in his ont houſe ; miniſters only ſervants, who have 

no right to alter or diſpenſe with this or any other or. 

dinance, but to adminiſter them to ſueh — 


— — „ O 
ANSWER. We claim no right to alter or diſpenſe 


4 with-this or any ordinance of Chriſt; but do adm 

niſter it to ſuch perſons and in ſuch a mode as he hath 
appointed, even to ſuch who anſwer a good 
in it, being fully perſuaded of their duty. therein. vr 


erg 


But Chriſt, as Lord and Lawgiver, hath not given 
{us any tight to ĩmpoſe this or any ordinance on an, 
without their knowledge and choice. You will ſay, 
let them wait till they ſee it their duty in the mode of 
brother? 


Becauſe he cannot ſee to diſcharge his duty and enjoy ry 
a privilege in the ſame mode you do, to hinder him 1 
from doing his duty and enjoying the privileges of his —_ 
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6E) ; 
and edification. If ſuch ſtrictneis were attended to, 


how few. Chriſtian churches would: there be im the 
world And the far greater number of Gad's'peaple * 


would be debarred, all their days, from the privileges 
of his Houſe and Table, to the great diſbonour' af 
Chriſt and his kingdom, and the real loſs of his pos- 
ple, from a want of that very edifying facial ord- 
mance of the Supper and diſcipline of God's Houſe. | 


- OBJECTION' III. If we; diſpenſe with ont or- 


dinance of Chriſt, e may alſo with the ather, and ſo 
Joſe both Baptiſm and the Supper too. Such forbear- 
ance is fat from Chriſtian A ih WW ebe : 
reſt on our brother.. 
.» ANSWER. Ackdoecentifienaly wedapente with 
neither, but adminiſter Baptiſm erer — 
as believe it their du. 3 
9 I fic fhouki be free/ant 
not forced, and every man fully perſuaded in his own 
mind, it would be contrary to the ſpirit of Chriſtian- 
ity, to debar conſcientious Chriſtians from the liberty - 
and freedom of thinking and judging for themſelves + 
in matters of religion, and to exerciſe forbearance 
towards them in things not eſſential. And certainly 
ſuch forbearance, . and walking in Chriſtian love and 
fellowſhip'with them, muſt ſhew more afteQtian ta- 
wards them than a rigid uncharitable condut, in 
Mutting them out of . mus and from his 
"Table. po | 

And it is fuffering-fin dove e eur brother. indeed,” 


in him from ſuch duties and — 8 


knows and deſires to be found in, for his edification © 


and the glory of God, only becauſe he does not fee it 
His duty to ſubmit to the ſame mode in Baptiſm as we 
do. If my brother ſees not every ſhade in colours 4s 
I do, muſt nn Or, if he is lame, muſt 
nt | I \ 


8 ＋ 13 1 ä 
-*: 17 — his waking at ell in ſuch paths, as; be can : V 
- walk?, The way to prevent an ahuſe of Chriſtian 
flüorbearance would be, to be careful to admit none but 
- Gere believers into fellowſhip, ſuch will not ant 
& diſpenſation from any known, duty, but will be for 
walking in all the commandments. ds prep apt ore 
the Lord blameleſ s. 

OBJECTION IV. To admit ot mixed mene | | 
nion, is the.ready-way e eee | - 
Wann nd ao; | 4 
ANSWER: It is an excellent Abi ien that 
great divine, Thomas Goodwin, vol. i. p. 489, 
For my part, this I ſay, and I ſay it with much 
* integrity, 1 never. yet took, up religion by parties 

< in the lump : I have found, by trial of things, that 
1 there is ſome truth on all ſides: I have found holi- 
*< neſs. where you would little think it, and ſo like · 
5 wie ebe gd I have learned this principle, 

& which I hope I ſhall never lay down till L am ſwal- 

10 — immortality, and that is, to acknow> 
6 ledge every good thing, and hold communion with 
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, 


© 


1 
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ves E nn or whatſoever elſe. 1 

noe learn this from Paul; I learn this from Jeſus Chriſt 

nly | e himſelf : he filleth all in all; he is in the hearts 

and c of his people, and filleth them in his ordinances to 29 

ta- < this day; and, where Jeſus. Chriſt filleth, why | 

in © ſhould wh ach an acknowledgement and a right- | | | 

his © hand of fellowſhip and communien ? | XY 
8 F | 

ed, _ bd to acknowledge every good. thing, and hold com- 

he | © munion with it, in men and in churches,” it would , +< - 

tion be che ready way to provoke. to love and good works ; 

eeit © and, inſtead. of ſetting light by and neglecting this 

zwe © ordinance, to remove prejudices, ,,and engage to an E 

3 48 |} - impartial enquiry into it, and, when enlightened, te SE 
muſt 1 But W — 
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Ek ak 
| mode bf it, as if ernte ese 6f ch 
3 und ſulvation, and as u term of communion, is the ©. 
3 teddy way t6/muks perſons ſet light y de and begin 
1 it, und thoſe perſons too who thus abuſe it. 


1 | unnatural would it bes todifown a brother, to forbid 
it. : ... ... Kim our father's houſe and table; and to refuſe to wal 
14 with him in the king's highway, becauſs he has traced 


1 : — lonely path I diflike 7 
Ml - 'OBJECTION' v. HBaptifis were to admit Pardos 
Þ 4 biaptiſts into communion with them, they would ſoon 
| _— be over-run with them, and en churches 
1 left, and the 6rdinanee of Baptiſm loft. Jie 
| ANSWER, IF you have any doubt boat the vas 


4 | evidence in the ſaered oracles for it, or that God will 
1 not maintain it as his on eauſe, chis may be a very 
4 formidable objection indeed: but, if you have no 
doubt about it, your eurnal policy will be a poor tot- 
tering ſupport to the eaſe of truth: ĩt wants no ſuch 
ſupport ; nor will it be of the leaſt advantage, but a 

great detriment to it. If churches are but careful in 


need not tar the toſs of vital godlineſs or any ordi- 
nanee of Chriſt: for ſuch will be like the noble Be- 
reans, receive the word with all readineſs of mind, and 
ſearch the aver! Gaily; yarn theſe Wings 
were fo, 


flows either from luke warmneſs and indifferency about 
religion, or a e after re and I 
motives. © 

ANSWER. As the thine- Lord l rer all the 
ſaints, and rich unto all that call upon him; to walk 
in love and unity with all ſuch as in every place call 
upon the name of Jefus Chriſt our Lord, both theirs" 
and our, is ſo he from ning luke warmneſs and 
+4 indiferency | 


5 


4 lidity of your practice, or think there is not ſuMcient _ 


admitting only real Chriſtians into communion, they 


OBJECTION' vl. Suck a toalitloti of partich ; 
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Churches of Qhriſt ? And it is well if others are not 
endeavourimg te fomunt a nartou higoted partyiſpicit 
amongſt their people, leſt they ſhould loſe any of thoſe 
| who may have an opportunity of hearing miniſters. of 
the goſpel of other denominations to their greater com- 
| fort and edification.. However it may be, ſuch hard 
cenſures ſavoùr too much of a virulent partysſpitit : | 
it would be more agreeable to truth and the ſpirit of 
Chhriſt to ſay, ſuch a coalition of parties flows from | 
un earneſt deſire to put on and to exerciſe, above all col. ii. 77 
things, charity; which is the bond of perfeQneſs, the Cor. A. 


| D A 


(uo) 
about religion, that it is the agreeable 


| — and ſhews that ſuch are not barten 
of our Lord Jeſus « Pet. i. 5, 8, g. 


nor unfruitfol in the. 
Chriſt: but he that lacketh theſe things (particularly 


brother kindneſs and charity) is blind, and cannot 


ſe far off, | through his party bigatted. zeal ſur a niene 


outward 2 et; cr Ale IIS 172. 


according to knowledge. 
s r me» 


tives, ſurely they are too mean for any true miniſter 


ef Chriſt ta be influenced . by. Can we. ſuppoſe'ths 
objector is influenced by any ſuch motives, and ſo 
raiſes theſe ſevere reſſections on his brethren from the 
fecret-emotions of hisown heart What can be:ſaid 
oi thaſe who do receive and retain perſons in fellows 


| hip with them, on ſubmitting. to their mode of Bap- 
 tiſm, who vaſtiy differ from them in points of doctrins 


of far greater importance than the mode of Haptiſmi, 
and fur which they have neither precept nor precedent 
of any ſuch being admitted into the primitive apaſtolic 


greateſt grace; without which we are nothing, though 


we may be zealous for the. beſt outward en | 


gi on. 


OBJECTION VII, There are A of their 


( 5135 . 
- ANSWER. If there are, that will not juſtify yen 
in barring them out of your churches, if they enen I 
right of entrance and deſire fellowſhip with you, 
But in many places there are not churches of their 
own denomination that they can, with convenience 
and comfort, join with; and with what juſtice can 
© we. hinder a brother from his duty and uſefulneſs im 
the church, and to live in neglect of the ſocial and 
very edifying ordinance of the Lord's gupper, which 
he ought often to be found in, becauſe we think he is 
miſtaken about the mode of Baptiſm, which is only a 
perſonal duty out of the church, and only to be once 
ſubmitted to? The privileges of church fellowſhip 
are too valuable to be ſacrificed at ſo cheap a rate. Ii 
a brother does not rightly underſtand every part; of 
his father's will and know every legacy init, ſhould 
he be deprived of all. the rights and privileges his fa- 
ther has left him? Or becauſe he will not receive and 
enjoy one in the way I think his father would have 
had him, muſt I keep him out of his houſe and des- 
prive him of all his father hath left him? one 


way ker how unjuſt eee ad eee would be 
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ENAIAH and SEMEI — equally 
beloved of their father, who determined to make 


which of them loved their father moſt, or were moſt 
willing to obey him in all things. Buſineſs obliges 
| their father ta leaye them awhile, and he gave them 
> | - this charge and rule, that they ſhould live together 
„ inillove, and, nat fall, out or vex one another by, the 
2 way; and that they ſhould be waſhed before. they ſit 
together at his table to eat bread. Both of them, in 
lave and duty. to heir dear father, chearfully obeyad 
is rule as really underſtood ĩt. Benaiah under- 
ſtood that his 
dy washed: Semei, that his father only intended the 
ö x __ waſhing of his face with his hands, 16h 61 = tnt 
133 Benaiah is very angry with his brother, and chides 
him much, begauſe he did not underſtand and practiſe 
| EDGY about unte enn, HY 

id. HU 1 apts om to jet h 
4 Semei ſays, dear * why. are you io. an- 
+3 ' oy with, me ? For I have as great a love to my fa- 
1 5 arenen 
ave 
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ther's rule was, to have his whole ho- 
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— of all he had; nor could it he knowm « Car. ii, 21. 
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have been waſhed as I firmly belive our father o. 


manded us. 


' Benaiah, ſaid, very warmly, you have not; and, if. | 
or 3 
fit at my father's table with me, nor will I ſuffer you 


you will not be waſhed as I have been, you ſhall 


to enter his houſe ; for I will ſhut the door upon you, 


1 ſhall have no privilege there as ray brother. | 


Semei cries out, my dear brother, be not ſo hot, 


vat deal. ſo hartüly wich me: for, fhaugk youlare dal 
waſhed in the ſame mode or manner I am, (which I 


believe is agreeable to our father's rule, ] yet I am not 
fo angry with you, but am willing to dwell in my 


father's houſe and fit at his table with you, and why 


ſhould not you with me Let there be no ſtrite 


Pleaſant is it for brerhren to d well together in untty 


So pray open the ddr, let me in, ne us live to. 
gether in love and at pene . 
e e ive eee ee nue Tani 


in, nor ſit at my father's table with me: ualeſs you will 
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rule. of our father 
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Sem. This ix hard fag indend a de 429) * 
the rule 
of my father in waſhing; but, utileſs I will alſo obey - 
you, and de- waſhed in the mode you would have me, 
you at my father's 


bs the beſt of my knowledge, I have obeyed 


you wilt noe permit me to ſit with 
table, nor to enter his houſe, but ſlut the door againſt 
me, and not let me enjoy tiny privilege there. : Such 

behaviour as this will not convince me, 
if I have miſtaken my father's rule in waſhing: your 
unkind treatment of me thus is without any rule of my 
father's ; be never ordered you 


nis houſe and table, if I did not rightly uhderſtans 


i ue waſhing, or was not waſhed in the mode 
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to exclude me from 
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Ai If Lam wrong in my eee 


ing, I am ſure you are wrong in uſing me thus; fot 
you know how ſtritiy our dear father charged us to 
live together in love, and not wo fall our by che way Gen. ab. 24; 


do prey open the door and let me cum in. 1 30 
Bu. ——ů——— 


will but obey our father in nne 
mode which I have been. 2 Views 


Gan. When my father is pleaſed. to let wie e 
have miſtaken che rule he left with us, and that your 


mode of worſhip is his will, I then will be obedient; 


but, till then, if I were to ſubmitto it, I ſhould only 
be obeying you and not my father; and ydu have-no 


authority to command my obedience to you herein. 


And I am ſure, if I have not rightly underſtood my 


father's rule in waſhing, as he would know it is not 


vut of ſtubbornneſs, or from a want of love and a rea- 
dineſs to obey him in all things, he would not have 
ſhut me out of his houſe and from his table on the ac- 
count of it, but, as an affectionate and indulgent pa- 
rent, own and receive me as his ſon, and be the more 
tender and careful in inſtructing me: and you, as a 
brother, would pity my weakneſs, and receive me as a 


| " beolber; and be tender of me, and not uſurp an au- 
. thority over me, under a pretence of my not obeying 
the rule of m * in waſhing, ſo as to keep me out 


of his houſe and from his table. For he gave you no 
ſuch orders, but ſtrictly charged us to live together in 
his houſe in love and at peace till he came again: ſo 


let us be obedient to our m . let all diſcord Prov vi. 19% 
; ceaſe b zen us. . 323 de MA 


Ben. I will ſtrictly attend to my father's rule in 
waſhing ; and, when you are waſhed as I am, I will 
let you in and not before. 

Sem. L have as ſtrictly attended to my father's rule 


in waſhing, I believe, as you have; and our father 
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( 20 ) 2 "0 
has.left-no ſuch rule for you to exclude. me FR, his | 
hauſe and table, if I would not be waſhed as you have 
been : and your aſſuming ſuch a lordly power in 2 


. father's houſe, and over me your brother, and e 


without his authority ſuch a law of excluſion, 
putting it into execution againſt me, ſo as to keep me 
out of his houſe and from enjoying any privileges 
there, muſt certainly be highly diſpleaſing to him, 
Whoſe orders were, that we ſhould not envy or vex one 
another, but love as brethren and walk in love. 80 
ſeriouſly conſider what you are doing againſt me, and 
how you will CO CO bb 
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INCIDENTAL NARRATIVE E 


N eminent Peddbaptiſt WY 2 Goſpel; 
going a/journey; reſted on the Lord's day in a 


town where he had been long acquainted with a Bap. 


tiſt miniſter and his people, and amongſt whom he had 
often preached with great acceptance. Through 
their earneſt ſolicitations he preached to them in the 
morning, and engaged to preach again in the evening. 


After morning ſervice they declared how greatly they 


were comforted and edified under his miniſtry; that he 


had fed them with the fineſt of the went, with: ſa- 


voury meat, ſuch as their ſouls loved. As the Pæ- 
dobaptiſt miniſter was in a lively frame, finding his 
heart knit to the people, and that they were to enjoy 
the ſacred ordinance of the Lord's Supper that after- 
noon, he was deſirous of enjoying occaſional Com- 
munion with them at the Table of the Lord, and 
expreſſed his deſire that they would grant him liberty 
to do ſo. Both miniſter and people ſeemed ſtruck 
with his deſire and requeſt; and heſitated about it. At 
laſt they anſwered him, they could not comply with 


his requeſt, as it was contrary to their order as 
; _ N for they admitted none into Communion 


E * with 


Rom. xiv.i 72,3. 


rs 2 ) 

with them but ſuch as were baptized by immerſion. 
What! ſays the Pzdobaptiſt miniſter, muſt I feed 
you ſo. agreeably as you have declared this morning, 
hold forth the word of life, and 


Chriſt to you, as the food of your ſouls, this evening, 

and yet you will not grant me liberty to eat bread with 

you at his Table, though I. believe I am rightly bap- 
tiſed as well as you ? I 


ſuch rigid order be agreeable 


to my Lord's will I am greatly miſtaken: ſee ye to it, 


h6 you will an vr it another dax. 
To conclude, as fri Baptiſts freely admit Pzdo- 
baptiſt . miniſters into their pulpits to preach the 


everlaſting Goſpel; and expreſs the higheſt ſatisfaction 
with their miniſtry, thereby owning their gifts and 


call from Chriſt to the higheſt office in the church, 


it muſt therefore. be very inconſiſtent not to admit 


them to enjoy the common nne the meaneſt 
member in the houſe. of God. 
Let the reader-attend to-the following queries, and 


every rigid ſtrict Baptiſt nen 1 as '®. 


the i Nn me of 11 b n 


— din —— a re- 
ceiving into the Church? a the Syriac verſion is, 
give the band re ip ook 7-8 form —_ 4 


| MPs prog 


Q K R 1 * 


Was not God's receiving the rule ſor the Romant 


0 80 100 in members wo the church . 


QUERY II. ä 
x: "BN ee ſame rule (a command of the inſpired 


apoſtle for the admiſſion of members) in force now, as 
e EIN 2K 


QUERY. 


ny 77 


vhacrd as © privats axeaberſhig.d,1 met HAT 5 


QUERY IV. Wie Fares 

„ Does got Pant adesta prion kat 58 Wehl \ = 
. agk-ahntved 
ene r erg INN ROE 
1 re u ue W 

2 QUERY. v. n offs >, cp 
Many Pædobaptiſts, by their en temper 
and conduct, appear to be ſuch as God hath received, 
notwithſtanding their miſtakes about Baptiſm. Are 
we not T * 
God hath received them? eld Beat rs * 
enn | 


Is not as much required in order to an office in the 


375 by "QUERY vi . toe. 
Is it not as inconſiſtent .to receive a Pædobaptiſt, 

as a miniſter, and admit him into the pulpit, as to ad- 

Aer e e 

; Ir (Ty : 

; "QUERY VIII. 13 
Where have you either precept or example for re- 

ceiving them as miniſters, and into. your pulpits, * 
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